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W's bogs of 7 or bor a 
\Dibnat wonder ar-your-concernfor \ finding an Order vf Covithl Cond. 1. 
vo publiſhed, in rbe Guppto ferrites King'a Ordo Col 
Te rn Ir 
yo my youu 
ly tell them ; for ths s yet a-timeve-be rejerwed 

Oar Enemies 2ho bavve gromn owy Gracious King this Condon 
us have take the mots effettual waynet buly to wuin\ 9hut 10 make ws 
appear the Inftrunvent 1 frelwenis Ra) thar wbat courſe ſoever we 
take, w6 ſhall beundones ani one ide ur aber wil conc! ude t bat we 
bave nndone our ſebves, nd fall like Fools: 

ANSWER: 

"They who had RR. beard the frequent Sermons upon » - 
Loyaky/preach'd over "Tea -ang{ Coffee at Saws: Colfee-blouſe, 1+ 4-4 
would hardly ther have believ'd thareverany Clergyman of Lowe. 

d.n of that ttamp; would have beer ſeen im publick- pickeering a+ 
gainft the Orders of his Prince, eſpecially i(FOued forth aſter ma» + » 


tuvs debate jn Council. 1 know not Kow he can boalt ſich a vaſt 
B ſtock 
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(2) 
Rock of Leyalty as this Gentleman pretends to, when he thaſf 
be ſo bomely as ro tax the King! with following Council to the 
Ruin of his So that the buſineſs of this Pampbler is to 
render his Mdjeity a perſon that follows ill Counſel tothe Ruin of 
the Church of Party. Nor is it to©be queſtion'd but 
thac this ſingle Clergyman ſpeaks the ſenſe of many more, or at 
leaft would have many more'belibve! whas be does. That what 
courſe ſorver they take they ſhe] by undone. And yer we find that his 
Majeſty taspublickly Ky declat'd ic to belfis Aim to f& his Govern- 
ment upen ſuch a\ESundation as may make his $ubjetts-happy 
in the injoy ment oO mo «07s with fr Ok, lo -— Arn 
their P repp}y Yis inypſiony covey 
epmaningl will, give na CC Hark wth bole toT rabls Jer 
reſtations of eg this pactjeulir.”! Nay hewillhave it, hat 
both the one 454 lude that they have wndon chem- 
ſelves; and fall = ade char isfo fly, ſhould they/tiave Read. the 
Declaration in thejx of Council. 
By which it is ppubne ter The Gturelfo mg cr of Coun a 
very bad opinion nor of rhe rof rthevery des 
Ggn and meaning! of it as if /it were eh6en firſt into 
Inconvenienceand thento undothem. Forfys te, 
LETTER- 
ney our Leherties wn 

6: ſuppoſe far ref uſing 
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67 of falling,” and bor the drvins" tonefort; 
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Declavation, i; not toread the Ms(1, mor\to 
ond.tberefore ſes will judg that there 5s wo. 


P and therefore to read ya a Dechwatien in in 
ro eee Popery in, yet it Jets 
. pen 0u7 Church doors for it, and then it will take iti own time bo ang 
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ſhould we with this Order, all 
7, ] tex we Faces of 
wit 
fad wks pp If afer'd om bck Fel bo with ths os : We 


a fheas Cann ' the Declaraticn, if our Graciqus 
Prince reſent 1his 8s an att of an and or faFious Diſe- 
bedience, a; dur Enerties will be ſure to ent it to him; We ſhall 
as certarnly ; 6nd nor long after, if wede read it, and then we ſholi! 
fall anyuze and deſpiſed, and it may be with the Curſes of the Natinn, 
whom we bove rumed by owr complyence ; . and this is the way never is 
ſe ore And may 1 ſufer all that 'can be ſuſfe ered in this World, 


ber than contribute to 'the final Ruin f 1h of Chawch i the 
Warld 


ANSWER 


clrarpy wich whe ver oa Ago duas'> 1 
chat ſecures bim from thoſe fears and jealoufics which he la- 
bours to inſtill into the People. Nor is it to be thought that men 
of Reaſon and Loyaly, will a tomy Songs, man ſeems to be 
convainc'd, ſo readily believe that the capa rn Council fit to 
impoſe Dilemma's upon the Subject. We alfa if we do, and we 
ſhall fall if wo do wor read is. But this is the Clergyman's 
(up ; On the other ſide, the refulat to read ie is an unqueſti- 
AQt of Diſobedience tothe Command of the Soveraign Au- 
» than which there cannor be a greater mark of thac Diſ- 
Ps which the Clergy of the Eſtabliſ?d Rehgion ſo much dil- 
own. Beſides that it is a Difobedience to the Orders of the Church 
ic ſelf, which injoyns her Miniſters to read during the time of Di- 
pee Service whatever is injoyned by the King. Bur, fays he, rbe 
ſuch 6 Declaration im our Churches, t _—_ do mor Fad 
a rg Popery, yer it ſet: open our Church it, and thek 
it will rake it; own tine to.emter. Bur ſays the Declaration, ln the 
tirſt place we do declare, That we will protet and maintainour 
Arctbiſhops, —_ and Clergy, and all other our Subjects of 
che yu des of fond in the ſree exerciſe of their Religion, as 


by Law Eftabliſh and in the full injoy ment of all their Poflefli- 
'ons without any dr or - vw whatſoever : Here is 
2 the 
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theword of a King to bar the Introducing of , Papery {a much 
fear'd : which if" it Were facred_ as Colping fram.ttc Lips.gf a 


"Crefyned Head," they would have rcnder'd fill more folemg-by 


reading jt in their Churches. And tersfore, the retulal of n feems 
to be rather an AX of wilfol indiſcr{tion, than of that Religious 
Care and wary Zeal to which the Cuy Clergy: 41an pretenits. 
LET ER. | > .,- IT 
Tt ns ther: examine th mattcr-1mpartially,. as theſe whe have no 
mindeither to raine Sls or t0.ru/ne the, Charch:. 1. uppoſe no-Mi- 
« wiſter of the Church of England can give his conſent to-the Declaration. 
Let 1s thin conſider whether reading the Dectaratian in our Churches be 
mit as interpretative Conſent, and will no wth great neaſon be imter- 
prited to be [o : For, $4 
« Firſt, By our Law all Minifterial Offcers are accountable for their 
. Aion; : The Authority of Superiors, though ef the King: himſelf, can- 
» ot juſt ifie inferiour Officers, much leſs the Miniſters -of State, if they 


» ſhould execute any.ilega! Commands; 1which ſhews, that our Law dee; 


20t Jook upan 1he Miniſters of Church or State t0;bermecr: Machines and 
Tool; to be managed whully.by the Will of Supericurs, withiat exavt' fm; 
any At of Tudgment or Reaſon themſelves ; for ther infericar Mini - 
'ſters were mo more punuſhahlethan the Hor(ecare which draw an inno- 
cent man to Tyburn : and. if inferiour Mnmfters are puniſhable, then 
our Laws ſuppoſe that hat we do in obedience to Superivury, we- make 
our on At by doing it, and 1 juppd;e that /ignifies cur Conſent, m the 
ec of the Law, 16 what we do: ) it 11a Maxim in our Law, Thatthe 
[Sing can Jo no. Wrang:z: and: therefore "if" any 1 wrong be dome,” the 
Crime aud Guilt the Minifter's who does it: For the Laws ave the 
King's publick Will, and therefore he 1s never ſupps/ed to command any 
i bing contrary 10 Law ; nor 1s:#ny Miniſter, who der awillegal Attitn, 
alewed zo pretevd the King's Command and Authority for it» and yet 
this, 45 the ply. Reaſan T knows auby we muſt p13 obey n Prince "br anſt 
vine Laws of the. Land, or the-Laws of ' Gul; becauſt 1hat*vt av, "let 
the Anthaitybe what tt: will: that commands it, beoomes our on” At?, 
, and we are reſpmſivle fur is 1; and then as'T ovſerved before, it mu{t 
amply cur own Crmſent, 
ANSWER. 
This Faragraph runs all along npon a meer Begoing the One- 
ſion.  Forir would enforce an Argument from a Fopick-thar rt. 
ther 


(5) 
ther canunor ought tobe allowed him: Beſides; tharte-ſmells very 
ſtrong of Gomrmouriwealth Logick+/aspickeeringagainit the Power 
of Princes; and inſinuating«he Declaration to be INegal, contrary 
' to the Laws of Godandthe-Land, andtherefore not to be obey'd 
So thata greater preſumption certainly couid nor have enter'd 
the Breaſtiof a Clergy-man of th&- Church of England, than thus 
to queſtion che-Legalicy of the'King's Publick Acts: Certainly ice 
was.neverchought: unlawful, till this Gencleman foundir our, for 
a King to grant an ActofIndulgence and a Toleration of Religion 
eo his Subjetts. And then againto/ ſay, che King can do no 2rrong, 
infinuates that ſome Body has doxe 192g, in adviſing the Order : 
which -is a Reflexion of rao\great importance for men of Loyal Di- 
ſpoſtions toſeani- If heomean thatthe 'Order, or rather the De- 
claration, 'is contraryto the Law'iof the Land, that is ro ay; ro 
the Penal Laws, arid the Law enforcing the Teſt, thar is abſolutely 
to deny the King's Royal Power of Diſpenſation, which has alrea- 
dy render'd them invalid. For he ſhould have firſt made it our 
that the Penal Laws and' Teſt wereſuch Sacred and Inviolable Sta- 
eetes, that all 'rhings done contrary to them, were contrary to 
Juſtice and Equity, before he had fo flily Inferr'd an lmpoſſibility 
of giving hisConfent to reading the Declaration, as contrary tothe 
- Law of the Land, and the ACt ofa Superiour Authority not jufſtiti- 
able by the: King himſelf. © But this Gentleman did nor conſider 
that ther&s Ho fich Streſs to: be laid npon the Santimony of che- 
Penal Laws,” an# that fapporting the TeF. For that the Condit- 
ons of al} Aumime Laws are, Thar the Law be Honeſt, Juſt, Fol- 
ſible, Convenient to Time and Place, and Conformable ro Relizn- 
on and Reaſon. In every one of which Characters the Penal 
Laws, &c. are deficient, if for no other, thongh there are many, 
yet for that very Reaſon alledg' in His Majeities Declaration,be- 
cairſe they diſconrage and diſable his Majztties SubjeCts that 
are well inclin'd and' tit to ſerve him, from doing him choſe Ser- 
vices which by the Law of Nature they are bound todo. Bur he 
goes on LETTER. 

Secondly, The Mmiſters of Religion bave a greater tye ard cbliga-. (ana. 
tion than ths, becauſe they bave the care and condi! of mens Souls, 
an therefore ar: biupd to take care that what they publiſh in they, 
Churches, be netther contrary to the Laws of the Land, nir t; the good, 


nd 
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hurch of contrery 
| P, and to Diſſemble with 
um'd, that { nether do, nor ought to 


pas 
think char the Head of the 


is & fair ſhew of both : For one 
Cburch might be as competent a Judge | of what is fitteſt to be 
read in the Churches under his protection; as the Parſon of the 
Pariſh. Whoever thinks otherwiſe muſt bave « very low opinion 
of the Head, who takes upon bim-to beſo wiſe and cenſorious a 


of Nature. And therefore it would have. 
noble confidence in the truth of his Majeſties 
to have read without boggling, the Declererion 
their publiſhing in Chur bes, which they could not in good 
ners believe that their Sovereign Head would have enjoyn'd them, 
had be not fore-deem'd it both proper and We find 
the Declaration grounded upon the. ſolid foundation of Conſtant 
Royal Senſe and Opanion, Which no queſtion, had the Concurrence 
of many able Divmes of the firſt Order in the Church, among 
whom that Learned Prelate, and famous Combarant againſt the 
Church of Rome, the B. of L. appears to be none of the meaneft. 
So that w_y fair a Poiſe, beſides the over-ballancing judge- 
ment of the King bimaſelf, che Oppolttionof any other Sanbedr aw 
within this Nation, can never be thonght to be ſo equal as they 
pretend, in their own Cauſe; A Caufe wherein Intereſt, rather 
than any deep ſenſe of Religion ſeems to carry the greater ſway. 
The Declaration duly conſider'd, and fran'd with mature deli 
ration, is of ore Judgment, but , hand over.-head, are. of 
another : The Declsration finding the Conſciences of the SubjeQs 
peſter'dand incumber'd with Pews/ Laws, Oarbs, and Tefts, endea- 
vours 
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the Perſon of the flag who who is Gods Vicegerent ; 
ores unleſs they wiil deprive him of that ſupream 
Dignity, all other perſons are hound'ro/ſubmir, there being no 

Tribunal, upon Earth:to give a; more Atithentic Determi- 
nation, And drherelges je was that Cie /in his Oration for Cl- 


be free. | Which being ſo wut as 
thac ſec up an Interpreration 

of the Sqveraign Magt» 
Clergyman goes onwith a very quaint Di 


n 
che 
Is 5 LETTER | 

mens grivate: opinions by what they with, is the nature 


tinction, 
Indeed, 


ow 


of that Ag vb # Declarotien to bis People, reaches 
A 4s walks Teaching? Suppoſe 'then I do not come fot. 5, 
ent to Me, ent 10 te wy People what I read ; and 


; jd of it 2" frames we wo fault ro conſent to the 
CN 1k Tr what I do co com - 
to, my ga00 we be who can diſt 
ly 2s Rn warn and -vn/enting to v3 
People by the Decls reading the Deciararion 11 reaching ©, 
bs; a rs darn; 0 diſtinguifhung foo, Now if conſenting to read 
the Declaration be s 5-7; 18 reac eople, then the natural Inter- 


pretation of Reading t be Dederan, Zhu wares yur it, in [uch 6 


{olemen tege Jupraa'y le this be not [ol defire to know ,wby 
_—_ mot r urs bs Roy feds [ch gn Jon f Saint, * 2 
or the w mares,of i 5 me [uc Catholic Homi-. © 
les, At port 7 Inogf the r on geod! And thu: we may inſtrupf own 
hn, wb todpl por Gy a and recommend it to them with all 
the Sophiftry and artificial ions, in obedience to the King, with 


« very Conſcience, becauſe without our conſent : __ ſaid , — 
would be @ contradiftion to the Doftrine of our Churc 
biiſhed ; h I jake the Decleration to be ; And: if we "LILY 


claration 


(87) 
cl ar atids contrary torLaw; becauſeit does not wmply dur eonfent toi 5 ſo " 
wemey Ppiſh Homilies,. for the'bave. 7 cading gens wil! not imply our" 
cen/ent, »m0:more "than the reading rbe Detl eration dors i But /h they . \ 
I conſent tothe Dottyine or no; "it's certain 1 conſent to" teach my 
People rhit Dofirine ; and: itist0 be mae gp er 4n honeſt ey” 
can - this: | ”Y20 From 
| \ nl AOL As wn SO T3090 ' YH 
The firſt Queſtion here is;Wherher @ minahat eonſents torelf9, 
conſents to teach ?' Or ratherfWhether Teaching ard Reading! Wh 
all one? Cerrainly no-man of reaſon bur will beheve tlie Ciry- © 
Clergy-man was very hard put to it to lay* the ftreſs f þ og bs 
ſal to obey the Command: of Soyeraign Avthority 
abone-the fignification of a-word or 6% '« Who conl HV" Tha | 
gin'd/it wonld ever have beerrequilite-for ce Corincitto Ohet | 
ſulted a Tribunal -ot Grammartans ito 6bWate (ftrch ah Objeti: 
onas this, before they iflu'd forth the Order for Reading t | 
claration. But whether Teaching and-Reading ding be wo ing rye _ 
ching here to the puypoſe ; * Re veIC dog TM 
0 


— 
"x - 


| pears in the-Lerter which proves 
-.+- read r Which he ought! I ouphutrgy done 1eaboult ”' 
to ſplit.the ſignihcanon'of Wordsto gratifie a” Cb , here | 


fore. {queamiſh becauſe over-ſurfeired with "Gf ret 'Favours. . 
For there is no Perſon in Fag/and'01 peg that bar | 
the King condemns, 4f* it-benor'tn 4.2, 
the Union of Mankind.-: For che'hifrotn NY of Pe} re 
land,or whe Abolifhing of any Laws thar af ie the 
\ill-and Pleaſure of che Soveraign pane Fahy is no more 1lle- 
gal im it ſelf, thanirwas for the' FInited Nerberlands to aboliſh Po- 
pery + and introduce the Proteſtant Religiow ito” their” Dominiors, 
contrary co-the-'Conſtitarions of the EmPire;' andthe Laws of 
£®*9f aw. £0 that this Ciry-Clergpymiim 'mbves oy «18s wfiſte npon an 
Aﬀerrion,]hatthe Declararerrt ts Hiegal and contrary. to the Law of 
the Land:* For if the King of England way be depiiv'd. of lis 
undoubted Riglic of Altering, Repealing, or Suſpendin ſuch 
Laws as-areinconfiſtent with thoſe Maxims of Rule Which'he pro- 
poſes at his coming./ro the Crown, and which he finds deltruQtive 
to the greateſt part of His" Snbjetts, he loſes one of the greateſt 
Advage ges Which le enjoys, to pntſitie thoſe }fethods of Govern» 
ment 


+. - oe. oe eaten tac. cms ao ol BE 


-Chrift is, or who was Selowen's Father, And whereas he ſays, che 


Conſenting us not Þ difficult 
agreement of Thoughts as we 
of Bell and the Drago 
in the Chfrch, and yer not agree it to be Orthodox, Nor can 8 
049 bY conch be faid ro teach hisPeople, unleſs he inculcates what 
her yh Qion 3; for tho? InſtruQtion comprebends Reading, 
Reading not comprehend InftraQion. Which is the reaſon 
there are > many ignorant Perſons in che world, to whom cith* 
Bible and the Creed it (elf are readevery Suudey in the Year, 
yet at the Years end they are not able tq tell ye whoſe Son Feſus 


mo might as well command bim to read « Homily for Tranſubſtan-. 
av. -: the Declaration, the Inference is falſe, gem ing an 
Actual Invaſion upon the Articles of the Church of Exgland, 
which the Decleretion upon the Word of a King, is the very thing 
that ſecures him : the other only a' Civil Duty requir'd in Obe- 
dience to the King's Command : and the Refuſal of it only a piece 
of Fineneſs to render the King's Authority and his Proceedings 


ſu tothe le. 
IP LETTER 


Thirdly, I ſuppoſe no man will dowbt, but the King 5 ends, 1het F 
Reading the Declara1i0n erwhe ro the Ns Foe Conſens a, 
4pprobation of it; for the Declaration does not want Publiſhing, fore 
it 1s ſufficiently Inown already : but cur Reading it in owr Churches 
[erve inflead of Addreſſes of Thanks which the Clivgy generally refu/ed, » 
tho it wer only to Thank the King far bu Gracious Promiſes renewed ts * 
the Chureb pngend, in hi; Declaration, which Was much more m- 
nocent , than to publiſh the Declaration it ſelf im our Churches : This would 
perſwade me, that the King thinks our reading the Declaration, to fie 
nifie our Conſent, and that the People will think is to be ſo. And be 
that can [atufie bis Conſcience, to do an attion without conſent, which 
the nature of the Thing, the Deſi, and intention of the Command, and 
the Senſe of the People expound to be a Conſent, may, I think, a; well 
[atisfie himſelf with Bqurvoe8tions and mental eration | 

'B A N+ 


( fo) 
Rae tt IS Ls bother 
ete 18 nothing It] but barely repeare! fron, top 
with an open th, glory'd-in Confeſſion of the"Ingratitude of the 
generality of the Church of England © than which /he could riqe 
certainly haye beftow'd a worſe Ctaratter either pon himſelf or 


his $. , Since it was ar! Obſtinare Ingratirude that no renew. , 


ances of. che King's Favours could reconcile tq him, as proceed- 
ing from a ſowre Diſguſt, that his Majefty, bad granted to others 


the fame Liberty which they enjoy'd. As if ail Mankind beſides * 


them, were bound to groan under the continual Youk of their Pe- 
. #4 Law; and Tefts, no leis Rigorous and -Uncharitable. 'To the 
remainder of this part, the Gentleman has form'd a very ſubſtan- 
cial Anſwer of himſel, For, ſays he, © 
: LETTER. 
There are two things to be anſwered to this, which muſt be tonſidered. 


I. That the People underſtand owr Minds,and ſee that this 11" matter of 


Force apon us, and meer Obedience to the King. 
| ANSW EE R. | 

Then the Refuſal was a work of Stipererogation;the People being 
better inſtructed, than all their reading conld teach them; and 
then they muſt fa!l that way .by going about to in{trutt them by 
their Obſtinacy, who were of opinion that their Obedience would 
have been a far better  TULLE To which be anſwers, 

E R. 


. » ' - 
 dand\ ©. That x a the People do'underftand that the matter of the Declg- 


* T@tionis againſt our Principles : But is this any excuſe, that we read that, 
* and by. reading recommend that to them, which is againſt cur own Can- 
[iences and Fudgments ? Reading the Declaration would be no Fault at 
* #0, but onr Duty,when the King command, it, did we approve of the mat- 


fer of it; hut to eeſent to teach our People ſuch Dottrines as we think con- 


trary to the Laws of God,or the Laws of the Land, does mot: leſſen but ag- 
hr the Fault, and People muſt be very good natur'd to think this an 

Excuſe. | 
2. It is mt likely vbat all the people will be of |a mind in this matter, 
ſeme may excuſe it, others, and thoſe it may be the moſt, the beſt, and the 
wi/eſt men, will condemn vs for it, and then hw ſhall we juitifie aur 
ſelves againſt their Cenſures ? when the world will be divided in their 
Opinions,” the” plain 1ay is certainly the beſt, to do 10hat we can juſtifie 
#wr ſel ver,and thin let men 1udge as they pleaſe. No men in England yr 
c 
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w 
of it againſt u;,and egainſt our Church & Religion : ither will 
ſeverel > ty for it, —_— wi 45 falſe'to ow? Religion, and as he- 
trajers both of Church and State: and beſides thatyis does wot become a Mi- 
niſter of Religion, to do any thing, which in the opinion of rhe nioſt charts: 
ble men cgn mmly be excuſed ; for what needs an excule, ts tither's fault or 
looks wery bike one ; beſides this I {ay, 1 391] nat truft mens Charity ;. thoſe 


who have ſuffered them|el ves in this Cauſe, will: not excuſe us for fear of 


ſuffering ; thoſe who are inclined 10 extuſe us now, will nut do ſo when they 
confider the thing better, and come to feel the ul conſequences of it +; when owr 
Enemies open heir Eyes, & tell them what our Reading the Declaration ſig> 
nified, which they will then tell ws we ought to bave' fern before, tho they 
were wot bound to ſeeit ; for we are to guidt and inftrutt chemgnot they us. 
0 ANSWER. 

Temper. mutantur & nos mutamur e #!i;-—— Time was when there 
was nothing more abominable, more hainous, or mors cry'd down 
by the Gowned Clergy of Eng/and, than Vox Populi ; now Vox. populi 
is the only Supreme lex that guides chem ; they have no other fears chan 
of the Candemnartions and Cenſures of Vox Popul; : Vox' populs. is Vox 
Des, and dare not read the King's' Declaration for af Vox 

i: And all this out of an Infallible Certamcy, that no people in 
England will be pleaſed with their reading the Declaration but their 
Enemies. More than this, they ſee ill Conſequences in the Declaza- 
tion, and find Do#trines in the Declaration contrary to the Laws of 
God and the Land; inviſible however to all thoſe vaſt numbers ot lowd 
and thankful Addrellers tor the publiſhing of ir. Quick. ſighted Synxe, 
im their own Concerns : bur {ich ascar'd fo little for the Voice of the 
People, that they never melred at th<= Groans of the People, when 
they had the Scourge in their hands. 

LETTER. 

I. Others therefore think, that when we read the Declearation,we ſhould 
publickly profe/s, that it tr not our own judgment but that we'enly read it in 
obedience to theKing ; and then our reading ut cannot imply our conſent toit: 
Now this is only Praxteitatio contra fattum, which ll people will laugh at, 
and (corn us for : for ſach s [olemm reading it ith: time of Divine Ser- 
Vice, when all men ought to be moſt grave and feriaus, and far from dif- 
ſembling with God or Men, does in the nature of the thing imply our appro» 
baticy; and jhwmld we declare the contrary, when we read it, what hall 2'8 
ſay to thoſe who ask us, Why then d» you read it ? But let thoſe wha bave @ 
mind try this way, which, for my par:, I take ta be a greatey and more un- 

l juſtifiable 


hoes with our Reading the Declartionbut s' ho hope to make great 
vantage of i c 
, 


(Ar 


(x2) 


fable provecttion of the King, than nee toread it ;, and, I \ ebefbate & 
Ak hah PIO ron ny yoves ja ur br Cyr ye « w 
read it and proteft ag 


amſtit : and yer nothing leſs than an expreſs ON 48 65 
it will ſalve this maxter ;; for only an} whos. 1t meerly m obedzence ken yoo 


hw their diſſent : it s ingeed, that they would not bave read 1t, if the 
AX d fry x ple on dit z bur theſe words do not fi 


| ignafie, that they diſapprove of the 
on, when t heir reading it, thoup only in ro the » Jignaſues their 
Deteranon it, 4s much as 1can ſ1onific 4 otra art) Ip Je how ut 
Pedwiths e 117 King Charles the Firſt s Rexgn, who read the Bouk of Sports, as 
it was talled, and then preached —_ Fe. EY - 
NSWEKR 
Then it appears that the Declaration has beenreo 4 , and that by (@- 
veral Gentlemen of the Church of Exgland aim. So that i appears 
chat the reading of it is not of that-dangerous Conſequence to the'Con- 
ſcience, as the Author of the Letrer would pretend to, .. For We.are 
to have that charity for thoſe that read it as for thoſe chat refuſed it, 
chat the former had as much care for their Conſciences, as the latter. 


. Now then'to what purpoſ? all theſe Terrors and attrights of Canſci- 


ence, all this dread of the cenſures of the People for reading it, ſinge 
che buſineſs admits fuch-a poſitive varicty - of Opinian. The, Loygl 
and Obedient may read it,but the Scrupulous and Refractory will not. 
Well then, if the cafe be o, the Ciry C/ ſhould have done well, 
co have reſerv'd his Niceries and Slicing of fignifications to himſelf, and 
not have gone about ſo Zealouſly co ſpread the infection of his Scru- 
ples to the diſconragement of others. But he has paſt the Rubicon 
and will forward. LETTER, 

To return then to our Argument ; If reading the Declaration in our Churches be in the 
nature of the attion, int the intention of the command, tn the opumon of the People, an 
interpretative conſent to it, T think my ſelf bound m conſcience not to read it, becauſe 1 


: am bound in conſcience not to approve it : 


ANSWHWE KR, 

To this the Loyal Gentlemen that read it, reply, That if Reading 
the Declaration in their Churches, be neither in the nature of the Ati- 
on, nor in the Intention of the Command, ndr in the Opinion of the 
People an Interpretative Conſent toit; they think themſelves bound 
in conſcience toread it, becanſe they are bound in conſcience to ap- 
prove it. Bur, ſays he LETTER. 

41: s apainfbe C eubon of the Church of England, which i eftabliſhed by Law, 

» and 20 which Thave [ubſcribed, and thertfore am bound in conſcuence to teach nothing con- 
» £7477 to it, while th1z Obligation laſts, ANSWER. 

He muſt of necefiity allow,the Conftitution of the Church of England to be a 

. ftrange unchuwitable confiÞn, thar will not allow Liberty of Conſcience to any 

but ir (elf, And it is his misfortune that he has ſubſcribed ro a Church that wants 

whe boud of Perfection, which is the reafun that many believes he miltakes the 

Conſtitution of the Church of England. . LET- 


i IY © *% © 


"eogere. CAVL, 


\ but \bave._ my free Leave, as they 


/to be ſuch «Judge. of Royal, 


78 7 WR 164 Wo tio! 


© & oiwach an Unlianid pnd Univerſal Toler ation /(wbich"the » (ona 6 


Parliament in 72. declattd"[legal, aid which has been Condemned» 


by ne ng eds pe ye rl 


A NS WCER 00» 0 | 

What the Parliament Declaredin72,fignifies nothing again 
the Authority. of the Scripture,” which all aldhig*tedares the 
contrary. And whereas the'Gentlenan is pleaſed co ſay, That 
Univerſat 'Toleration has 'been condemned By” the-Chriltian 
Church in all Ages 3 There is nothing more contrary to the-in- - 


finite Sayings © the Primitive Fathers and their Succeſlors, and 


that celebrated Maxim of TerHlillieity Religions on eſt Retigiontes 


zi F | 


« 
x 


CET Tx x 00 bom 
Tr is to teach my People, that hy need never come to Church more, , 


ave the King's, \ tq. goto 4 Con- 
ach or to Maſs. » 


| 1d. NAME ER 1 | 
This is like Cardinal Wolſey, Ego & Rex His leave! yr 


Pug © But they area ſorry ſorr of People, That do not know 


already, "That a Rettor of a Pariſh. is no Sovereign; bur thae 
the People may come: and go where they pleaſe without his 
Leave. 

PLE TTOE'R, 
00% 1s'to teach the Diſpenſi ng Power, which Atths whit bas Iedn far-s 


) merh thought, the whole ConſtHution of this Churth avid wei 


which we dare not do till we havethe 47 YE of Pai liament for it. © 
0 CN SEEMD Ss. 1.1 be 
oF ſeems the. King's Authority Cavite nadie. with this 


"City Clergyman, ; Butif he, bed} the: Authority | »Parliamant 
for it, -he would ſtretch his Conſcience, and Read the.Declara- 


- tion»;{)[n-the mean times, TheKing's Diſpenſive Power: i530 


Buſineſs for-a/Man in his Station; tq-meddle; wich Nor is- hc 
Declarztions;' a9 toÞbethe [nter- 
rater; of cheig) $/Pe; nteagionto; [hat Power is not 

wichin the Verge of his Desk or ole ether, neither can [the 
Authority 


= 


_ OC OS ——— 


(x4) 
Authority of Parliamoiit warfacit aity ſuch Boldneſs among Ec- 
= bee \ + proc KA, a» 4h 
DET DT-Re nyc. 
| þ i to Aicomtrendio-car Poul rhe Choice of ſuch Perſons te ſe 
1 in Parliament, 'as ſpall rake away A Taſk ant Penal Laws, which 
nf of the Np end Gentry of the Nacios have declared their 


gment gs 5 id 
61 314; ANSWER,, 

Then; not.to Read the Declaration, is to Se andth to, the 
People, the Choice of ſuch Perſons, , as ſhall. not take, away the 
Teſt and Penal Laws ;, as if the Peoples Elefion of Parliament 
Men depended upon the Recommendation of the City-Clergy- 
men: But the Decfaration requires no ſuch Officious: Recom- 
mendation from them; $5q. therefore t the Gentleman might 
_ ave ſpared his Compt&n ” ity and Gentry. 

LETTE 
«It is to condemn all af e Gear and Worthy Patyiors of thehr Coun- 
etry, who forfeited the deareſt thing in the Wherld to rhers, next agood 
, Conſcience, viz. The Favour of ei Prince, , and a great many Ho- 
| «hoirable and Profitable Imployments with jt, rather than conſent: to 
,that Propoſal of. taknig away the Teſt and Penal Laws, which. they 
apprehend deſernttrue. to the Church of England and the Proteſtant 
«Religion; and he who can ju Conſcience do - all this, 'I thjak need 


ſcruple nothing. 
ANSWER. 


The Nobility nd GG ue my ing to the 
- Qergyn man for his kind 7 HE & hater the b + 


thought apy Wy Condemparion of their R peter they in Re- 


o 5 hp wy and Teſt; is uncertain';efor the No- 
any; Io EL: 1 ox dep 61 ds Cantina Dt 
nity 7 'f ofis, e their 
; Actions ned thin/to' care fortheCdndemn- 


wn Wo 


Koa oe if the Noblticy'and Gen- 

Uid for "their "ſakes, 'the City- 

>tit;to"lay the Load of 
sof the 


Shorder 
Ay tein and 


LET- 


{ r5 
E 


i — 1008 
Ka "ou likely to he, 
of Conſcience too, -when they are ph 

This will certainly render our Perſons 4nd' Miniſl 144 

which is again owe ad ney Yor %o man 

viſe thee, Tir, 2. 5,y to Behave himſelf in bis 

rial Office, as not to fall outer Conkaipis \andl therefore this obliges 

Conſcience, not tv make our ſelves Ridiculous, nor to IE as: 

thi our Counſels, Exhortations, wn Let 5 , of no ft, 

COR ns verſe than being Silenced : ur Sufferings 
tothe” P when bo es RNS 

rk ee fe Corn £2, or the Love of this World, 

betrays his Church and IS by undue Compliances, ard will ctr= 


faint) be fo may conrinue to Preach, but ts no poreeſe 
ale Tg whdntnbon elves Ridiculous and contemprible, we 


then quickly Fall, and 5 
GE SEE; 

He is now wrapt up inthe Spirit of Propheſie, what $ 
A: will befal him for reading the Declaration, | Which 
calls a Betraying the Church by undne Complyances : But the 
Prophet miſtakes the Points that renders the Miniſterial Office 
he means Ridiculous ; for while: they keep to the Buſineſs of 
Sound. Dofiring, and .meerly Om Divinity; there is not a 
x; wh dor Lear coerpy inthe Wand, than are they 

pi = England ;, but. when they will be Studying the 
Poigts aſRojal eclar tions, which/are Acts of State, will be 
he Ii Ing Stages of Far a and. Satyr, will be In- 

oPang, A 1ntp.State Affairs, which nothingatall 
ſar them 3 they mall bs F Tepog the King, ,the 


is 4s i Dru and ork Miniſtry, before men- 
tioned, y 4 woah ene. 'Ridiculons. And it 
RED, C mens man þas not altogether freed 

Hyr.Cgon calling, the Reading of the De- 


9hy..4, Compimet arch Undo: Com "ae 
CO EE 
ou or to 


nan and Gentry 0 * he Na- 
z.,and all this to gain 
ny of his Living under 


| the 


- 


pegs Fl 


infimicely'Con- Poona: 


LEE "I 


mp”) 


< 71 3 | 
| Fe Nang of he 6 Proteltin Relig ; for he muſe Cit 
amiſs, That b i Jive wich i the xe ſeyerity, wal $7208 
ing as he dives into the King's Intentions. ' Ap 
LE FERC» 

»There is "Hothing will, ſo effetually tend to "the final Ruin of the 
» Clagrch of England, $6cauſe or. Reading the Declaration will Dyſe 
» cor age3:0r Provoke ,\\ ar» miſguide, all [be Friends. the. Charch' of 
England has : cn we blame.,ny nan for not preſerving the Laws and 
the Religion of our Churgh, ond Nation, when we our ſelves - will 
ventui'e nothing, for jt? can we blame any Mar for. conſenting to Re- 
peal the. Telt and, Penal Laws, \when weirecommend it to them by 
Reading the Declaration t. Hate we w91 Reaſon 10 expert that the No- 
bility and Gentry, who have alteady Suffered thu Canſez when they 
bear themſelves condemned for it in all. the Churches of England, will 
think it time to mend ſuch' a Fault, and recontile themſelves to \their 
Prince ? and if our Church fall this way,-u« thert\ any Reaſon to 'ex- 
pett that it ſhould ever riſe ngmn'?. (Theſe e. Ognſequences are almoſÞ as 
evident. as Demonſtrations," and tt; bt mhat u will 1 it; felf,,; witch 
I foreſee will deſtroy the Church-of England and the Prottiftant Re- 
g101 4nd Intereſt, 1 think - 1 onght to: make as much Confrience' of 
doing it, as of doing the moſt immoral Attion in' Nathre. 


A\N S/W'E'R. : 


” Here' we find Kiſh lng! as if the” Fjnal Kita! {the 
Church” 'of "England", * liy upon thi Charch' 'of 'E 4nd- 
mens Reading or Not Reading the Declaration, 'and' 

Not Reading it, they had'faved the Palladium's and her of 
their Religion. Andall thefe prawn $ upon bare 

itions and Imaginations nd Way$&9 to Reaſon; for 

if is-not Rational to'Bclieve, That then fn by. Ces 
men of England, 'when they ddiveregd their contra+ 
ry to what was Propoſed, to them conce the Teſt ( for as 
to the Penal Laws, "tis well'known, ogg ents are 
much more-Remiſs-) 'did fk NG ea. for Fear 4, ing Con- 


demned by the Levites' ed.” "Tis therefore a'Pre- 
ſumprion/in the Ciry-cler ies the Plurat pare bei 
ſuch a Power over the- Nt Kory ,\as If they were 
bound to Juſtific his and his gk rleolar' AQ of 'Diſobe- 


dience, 


a 


I » > 

rt CH9.3 - 
dirice,” ahi duld trot be'Safe in their Reſolutions, unleſs they 
were Obſtinar%,, What was propoſed to the Nobility and 
Gentry was one thing', what was commanded them was 
anqther 3, and there is a great Difference between not Conſent- 
ing to a Propoſal, and not Submittirig to a Sovereign Com- 


mand. | 

ks ie ed L'E'T TER: "T1 OW © JU * ve 
"To fay that 'theſe miſchievoulsConſequences are not abſolutely ntif,oy, 
and therefore' do not affett the Conſcience, becauſe we are not tertam 
they will follow,jt a very mean Objett ion. Mor al Actions mdeed have wt 
ſach neceſſary Conſequences,as Natura! Cauſes have Neceſſary Effefts x 
becauſe no -Morul Cauſes att neceſſarily. Reading the | Deelaratiqn 
Ul mot as necefſarily drftroy'the Charch of England, as Five bitrns 
ood ;"but If the Confequence be plain and evident, the mott likely 
ing. that earn happen, if it be unreaſonable to expelt any vher,; if ut 
be what is plainly intended and deſigned, either I muſt never have avy 
"ot to Moral Conſequences of my Attions, or if ever they art i be 
0Nſider” d," they are in this cafe. | hs i Wa 
abe the Nobility and Gemry'fo extremely wv&ſe 19 the'Repertf 
of the Feft and Penal Laws ? why dv they forfeit the Kings 'Favoth, 
and their Honourable Stations, rather than comply with it ? If yoit ſay 
that this tends to deſtroy the Church of England and the Proteſtaie 
Pa rg! 1 ask whetWer this be the neceſſary anſequener of it ?' whether 
the Kint cannot keep bis Promiſe ro'the Churth of Enghnd's the 
Tet and Pehal' Laws be repealed ? We eannot ſay, but this tay be'> 
and yet the Nation does \not think fit to try it ; and we commend thoſe 
Great Men who deny it ; and if the ſame (Queſtions were put to us, 
we think we onght in Conſcience to deny them our ſelves : and ave" theye 
n0t as hight probabilities, thar our Reading the Declaration will pronidte 
the Repeal of rhe Tet and Penal Laws, as that ſuch n Repeidl will yuihe 
Our Conftiturion; art bring in Popery upon us * T1 "it not 4) probable, 
that ſuch a Complyance in us,” will d;ſoblige all the Nobility and Gen- 
try, who bave hitherto been firm to us, 4s that when the pojver of the 
Nation js pit-imo Popiſh Hands ; by the Repeal of ſneb Teſts and Laws, 
the Peſt; und Feſuncs may find ſome falvo for the Kings Conſcience, 
and ide bim to. forget his Promiſe to- the Chureb of England ?* 
and if the frobable ill conſequences of Repealing the. Teſt and Penal” 
Laws,be a good reaſon not to comply with 1t,I cannot ſee but that the is 
| | probable 


OY as ©. 
probabe i conſuquarer of Beading the Pevlaparinn, te tchupd < reg/nn 


net. to Read ut, | 
7% ANSWEU KR, | 
Theſe are all mecr Comments and Deſcanty of the City- 
Clergyman, ypon the Honoyr and Conſcience of Fi Ml, 
and the evil delign of the Declatation upon the Clrch o Eat” 
land, drawn from Probabilities of the evil conſequences of Re- 
pealing the Penal Laws and Teſt, which the Church ow 
muſt no more part with, then the Jews with their Ark, without 
expoling themſclyes to utter ruine and deſtruction. For the 
charitable Clergyman takes ra care of any. other part vf the 
Proteſtant: Religion, fo the Church of 'England be ſecure. . To 
all wbich-if he would haye but vouchfaf'd to. haye read the Ne» 
claration,he might have found an Anſwer ſhining fully out, and 
diſpelling all the Fogs and Milts of his Probable quer 
in His Majeſty's own words ; where hedeclares a time, 
That ever ſince His granting the Indulgence, be bas made it His, 
principal Care to ſee it preſerved withow diſtinian.; And farther 
adds his 'Reſolutions, Te uſe His, ut15057 'E rs to Eſtabliſh 
Liberty of Conſcience on ſuch juſt and equal faundations, as will 
render it unalterable, and ſecure to All People the free Exerciſe of 
their. Religion for ever. But this will not ſerve the City- 
Clergy-man's turg.z be. mpſt have the Rios. of Temporal 
as well ;as Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction in his own hand, and 
driye..on for, ever, or elſe there is nothing to be dane; 
They are like Ceſar, contemping all Superiors ; and like Pom 
P%y, difdaining all Equals. A pafſiqnate copceit of their own 
Rerfetion above al other, which .no, Map: af common, { 
Argument.that th 
elvcs, who 


can-.be reconcil'd to. afid a.convinc 


ought not-ro probe, \mill 
Aa Ferſecu ng Spirit ©. Naw 7 
this, who will vat allew.rbe watt 


” 


(19) 


to have any influence_npon'C0. et; Yor if we mult CON 
qr ho foie if the | Str 8 b, i 
th be” ore fatal, thay ro anger the D ; 't i 
Ukty, fd there 4s" math vive 'reafor fox it, chat oh ſhould be 


offended than the other : For the Diſſenters who are Wiſe and Confe- 
dering, are ſenſible of the Snare themſelves, and ITY they 

Eaſe and; Liberty, they. are not willing to have, it with. /uch a 
hazard of Chnrch hid State : J am ſure that though we were 0 
defirous that they might have their Liberty, ( and when there 


G l 
— 


ig Our Inclinations without danger , they mays 
d that we are not ſuch Perſecitors as we are repreſemed, ) yet we, 


canhoe conſent that they ſhuutd have it this way, which th 

the ol Cie x Gordon ramed, hs ban 
"ti hs Cheats pe ago Uh 1 Guntey 

- Aﬀter his Complements ;put upon the Nobility and 
of the Nation, the Anthbor _ the Letter deſcends to a 
new acquaintance with the Dillenters, and fain -would draw 
'them. into his Bellef, upon, a very odd ſurmiſe, that they 
are now in ſome kind. 'of manner reconcil'd. But the 
Complement is at ſuch a remote diſtance,. that hz betray'd his 
Politicks to court them -at ſach an (indifferent rate... And ,in- 
feed his Expreſſions are | {o obſcure, that if this Church of 
zrland Man, is fo nice that he dare-not- truſt the King upon 
uch clear and folemn Promiſes, the Diſſenters, whochave.had 
uch ſevere. Expericice, of their:Favours, have -much lefs - rea- 
to credit” the forc'd * Complement of the Cuy-( lexgyman. 

is only to be wbnder'd at, that the City-Clergyman 


make the King fo dear a Selter of Liberty of Conſcitnce, when 


there was no Price could-purchaſe it:from the Perſecution.of 
the Penal Law-Men, his undoybred Brethren, | 
Sad OST ALE: | 
©, This Sin, 4s 0kr Caſe. ia ſort, the Difficulties are. grear on both 
fo inf therefore now if ver, we aught 19 beſicge Heaven with our 
Prayers, for Wiſdom, ard Counſel and Conage, that-God would pro- 
"7687 his Church and Reformed Chriſtianity, againſt all the devices. of 
thei Enenues : Which ts. the daily ard hearty ow of, 

| | \ orFR,, 


May. 22.-r688. Your Friend and Brother. 


ANSWER... 


wwonch and pur about the Nation,the falſeit of things. 
; yp L 


C20.) 
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2 Tins Vai v3 5 | »* RE 2G be 
, Ecingithus come from his Politicks to his Prayers, 'tis time to 
leaye:him, not:doubting but if his Prayers be Juſt, they will be 
heard if not, neither his Letter nor his. Prayers will ſignific 
any thing. | | 
>" POSTSCRIPT, 

Hive juit now ſten A. Care's Paper, called, The Publick Oc- 
"x currences, which tame" our to day, ard cannot bit ſer you right 
ai .r0=bis News about the Reading of rhe Declaration bn Sunday "9 


*Yells you, © That ſeveral Divines of the Churchof England, in and 
* * about the Ciry, eminent for their Piety and Moderation, did Teſter- 


* day Read His Majeſty's Fare Declaration wn their Churches, accord- 
© ing to the Order in that behalf ; but Yn (10 the great ſurprize of 
© their Pariſhioners) were pleaſed to decline it. Tow mn the Country 
are from this Account to believe, that ut was" Read hert by rhe gene- 
rality of the Clergy,” and by the eminent Men among them: But T 
can'and do aſſure you, that this is one of the moſt impudent Lyes that 
ever was printed : For as to- this City which hath above 4 Hundred 
-Payiſhes in it, if mas Read only in Four or Froe Churches, all the reft 
and beft of the Clergy refuſing it every where,” 1 will / wrfijecd 
Names who Read it y ould I mention them.,zt would make. you who 


know this City, ' a'lirtle heartily to deride H.. C's. Account of rhemt. 


And for the Surprize he talks of, 'the contrary of it 1s fo rrne, that 
Wood-ſtreet, where it was Read by one Dr. M, the People gener 
went our of tht'Chitch. This 1 tell you, that you may be provided for 
the future ag ainit *ſach  an' impudent Lyar, who, for Bread, can 


| I am Yours.” 
\The City-Clergymian has given the Lys to the Anthor of the 
Publick Occurrences ; 1t' were to be wiſh'd that the Author had 
rand all the” reſt beſides thoſe-we already know, thar were ſb 
Loyal asto Read the Declaration.4f they were not ſo numerous 
as they are faid tothe in the Otcurrencez,we wiſh they had been as 
manly in number as their Loyalty ris * Bnt'we leave this. 
for the Author himſelf, to'do'himfelf Juſtice by a-more particu- 
lar Anſwer. © - / 
et +5 ao a” 8 , 489 Oh © 
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ANSWER 


City Miniſters Letter 


FROM HIS 


COUNTRY FRIEND. 


Hat! morT Letters ſtill? Yes, once tore, 'tis 
but common. Civility, when the City- - 
Miniſter ſends to his Friend in the Coun- 
try, that the Country: Parſon: ſhould an- 


ſwer the Se! -Miniſter again, elſeit would be ſaid, That the 
Country- Parko ons areConntry-Parſons indeed, and have no Map- 
ners. They-were not true Church'of England: Men without the, 
Performance of dve Ceremonies: A moſt kind Correſpondence, 4 
moſt harmonious Agreement! I heCity- mouſe ſends to theCoun- 
try: Monſe, & the Country-moule ſends to theCity- Mouſe again. 

Nevertheleſs, theſe Sham-letrers+from Friend; ro Friend, for 
2s ſuch they miſe be looked pes ſhew ſuch a vitious Up, 


. 
(2) 
of Writing, that the Authoymuſt needs be thought ts be trou- 
bled with a viotenr ribling: nd what is all this for, 
but to Infe(t the People, not with their Itch of Scribling, but 
with the Leproſie of their Obſtinacy and Diſobedience, and to 
make their Flocks as Scabby as ghemſelves? Theſe City and 
Country- Miniſters [te the Grandees of their- Coat grow Popy- 
lzr fd Gracious iff the Eyes of the Mobile. z and cherdfor 
now% the Tioie,.. they cry ; out Dagon of Eetleſiaſtical r& 
eminence is falling, the Philiſtines are like to ſeize the Ark cf 
our Worldly Glory ; and therefote help Mobile, now or ne- 
ver. And this Sultry Heat of Paſſion 2rd Self Intereſt it js that 
proddces theſe Caterpillars's as off Letters and AnſWers, 


that Prey vpon the Blooming Fruits Royal I&duſtry ta fuccle 
vs in Peace and Tranquility. Amongthe reſt is tome forth; a 
Diſcontented Sheet of Paper, called, An Anſwer to the City: - 
Finiſer's Letter, from his Country Friend ; which runs thus. 


$3 X- SNSWER * \ 


SIR . 

It j not for me now to acknowledge "7 private Dcbt to you for the 
Favonr of your Letter, ſince the Publick is 4s much concerned in it as 
I; wid if 1 may my jhage of all, by the compaſs of "7 Nei 
bourhood and Acquaint ance, I may aſſure you, They art not Inſenſible 
of your Obligation, taough thty are {nan of the Author. 


REPLY. 


Here, is Moral Jaſtice, Thanks for the Letter, and the Pro- 
yerb'fo!filled to boot, Grecalus gracule afſider 1, Likg will 19 like, 
koth the Devil ro the Collier. Had the Country-Parſon done 
ſs, the City- Miniſter muſt have been yery 8ngry.; for it was 
out of Reſpect that he ſetit ro his Friend-in the. Country, and 
had his Frrend fatled him this Basket full, of Praiſes by the re- 
rtrp of the next 'Carricr, be had done amiſs: And furely-the 
Citi bees oo muſt be ſtrangely tickled, tg hear that his Pam- 
tet took ſo among the Nei bood | Here's the Miſchief 
it, That opon this Encouragement, there will bea Reply wy 
this 


oy gs 
again 1 

Lettersy:95 long as th 15but a 
vulge thee. . Bur here.is got only a Preſent | k 
Wiſp: of freſh News too, out of the Country; mor 
Hiſtory of the Declaration: For ſays the Anſwerer, 


| ANSWER. 


Fhe: Country, 44 far 4s my Jmelligence reaches, bas followed the 
Example of th Cuy, and refuſed to Read the Declaration of in 
dulgerce, according to 4 certain Order, fag to be the. King, which 
we-4n the. Conntry can ſcarce believe to be bus 5 for it has neither 
been fun fo to the Ordinaries, according to the uſual manner z nor 
toulduboſe that diſperſed it give any account whence it came t1 them, 
1 havs heard indied, That an Aft of Council, concerning it, has been 
publiſhed in the Gazette ; which I never Jaw, and if 1 bad, | ſhould 
foarce: have thenght” Amhentich ; Far 1 always took that Paper, as 
for its Av: bority, 10 have been all of 4 Piece, and that we were no more 
bound to't ake notice of any Order publiſhed there, wnder any Penalty, 
that we are t0 believe all the News from Poland or Conſtantinople ; 
Nay, uy dang 4 had come to us in due Form, yet had we bad 
great rrajon ts {ye ſomething of Surreption and Surprize #pon 
his Majeſty 1» this matter, and that 5t could nat_ proceed from his 
Majeſftie Fret'and Full Conſent ; far we cannot yet forget his re- 
peared Profeſſions of Kindneſs, to us, and of Satisf ict1on in our Prin- 
ciples and Dmuty ; and having done notbing ince which might For- 
feit bis good Opinion ,, we are wmilligg to brlicve, 1 hat it is bu 
Majeſties own Mind and Pleaſure to Load ui with ſuch an Oragr, 
| Hua came. C8CUE With any Congravty, Safery, or Good Con 
1eNce, ) 


REPLT. 


Here-is. another Proverb fulfilled, Birds of 4a Feather wil 
bang together. There was never any Contagion inthe City, 
butit ſpread ir ſelf far into the Country :*' But why the An- 
ſwerer. ſhould take ſuck an Qeemion as this, to quarrel mich 
2 t 


(4) 
the Gazette , to ſpbil the Communication gf the - Gentle 
men , in'the Country Ale 'and Cotfee- y" -fince it is 
one of the preateſt' Divertiſements of the Coontry-Parſons 
- themſelves, 1s very ſtrange. There is no Body thinks they 

were ſo highly obliged to Credit the 'Gazerre; however, the 
Order it felf was affixed to the Declaration, and' that they 
ought to have believed, But their Ordinaries would not ſend 
them abroad, and ſo they were both agreed, the one not to 
Diſpenſe them, and the other not to receive them, which no 
way excuſes, but rather heightens the ACt of Refraftory -Diſ- 
obedience. But theſe Thomas's are ſo far from Believing-the 
Gazette, that they will not Believe the King*s Order - it -ſelf:: 
They have no Faith in By the Kings mot E xcellens Majeſty, and 
the Lords of His moſt Honourable ' Privy Conneil ; but tax "the 
one with Surprizing,and the other with being Surprized; which 
is to tax the Council with Colloſion, and the King of a Haugh- 
ty and Undecent Piece of Arrogance, which none but Perſons 
of the Anſwerers Temper-gurſt ever have aſpir'd to': 'An»Inſos 
lence beyond that of the Giants themſelves, thas ro Ailail the 
very Heaven it ſelf of Soveraignty and Majeſty.” - As! if -bis 
Majeſty did not Conſult-and Know what was Congruous; Safe 
and Proper forfuch a Lettermonger's Conſcience as -this,.. as 
well as himſelf. And now he comes to the Point, and proudly 
advancing his Reafons above the Kings', yon tells. the 
World, That his Party cannot execute the Order with any Cor- 
gruity, Safety or Good Conſcience, For, | '\; 


I. As tv" his Majeſties Declaration, We ef all His Majeſties Sub: 
jetts are the ltaſt concern'd in it ;,, and with all Duty be it ſpoken, we 
cannot ſee, that our Legal Eſtabliſhment receives any Addition by 
this Declaration. For there are yet, Thanks be: ro God, no Penal 
Laws to which our Congregations are obnoxious, and therefore we do 
not land in need of any Toleration ; yet it 1s upon Us only that the 
Reading of it i4 impoſed. An Aft which cannot well be Conſtrued 
_ &therwiſe,than as a ſoliciting and tempting our ownPeople to for ſake our 
Communion. If this Declaration muft needs be Read in any Religious 
Aſſemblies, 


(5) 
'Aſomblits, in reaſon ſurtly it ſbould'be in thoſe that wholly awe their 
Subpſtence- 19 ut; 1s would bart libve' beconir the: Rainen they tbe 
Proteftiant Chappel?. But in the Roman Church, Indulgenct bath 
another fignification ; "and belongs to'thoſe only that ſrequats their 
Churches, but not to ſuch as believe them: For with them this 1s the 
only Sin that #4 not capable of Indulgence , but the Priefts deſire to be 
excuſed, let while t eroctues leurien ro Other 5, they brong an 
Inter ai upon ebves.' Or why, 1 pray; wave ttacheor Pen 
Order \d1d Publiſh it i his Meetings?O7' the worthy M4: Lobyrbe: re 
puted Father of this Projet why had not He the \benefit of (his own 1n- 
vention, and a Patent for being the ſole Publiſher of tt within bis own 
Pound ? Or why was not my Lord Mayors Private and Elett Congre- 
gation \thonpht wort by of ſo great a Grace? Surely 4t 55 not $0 draw 
Ya of the Diſſemters, that the Honour of publiſhing #his 
Clar atr0r is 1mpoſed upon Us alone,when 1t belongs 10 all other Com- 
munions inthe Kingdom except our own ;, | and if we refuſe it, 1 hope 
5 will be 4mpured t0'our Modeſty z for we are not ambitious of being 
" danpertinent" or Buſur bodies in other Mens Matters. 


L Ups REPLY. 


There is no weight at all to be laid upon this Argument, 
either ſeemingly or really. For if the. King be Malter of. his 
-own'Kingdom, 'and his-own Subjects, he may Order his Decla- 
rations to be'Read where he pleaſes, Are not they ſole Oppq- 
ſers of the King's Conſcience ? Are not all the Churches and 
Chappels of the _—_ in their Poſſeſſion, which of Primary 
Right belong to the King ?- Or elſe-why do they pay him Tri- 
'bore- of their Firſt Fruits ?' And why then may not the King 
grder his>own” Declarations to be Read in his own Churches 
OIIIpel, 26: the'end that their, Congregations as well as 
other Affemblies may be made ſenſible of his Majeſty's univerſal 
Clemency and” Kindneſs to all his. SubjeQs ? Not as T rapans, 
to tempt the Peofile 'to forſake the Communion of the Church of 
England, which is but a groundleſs and ſcandalous Infinuation 
of the Anſwerer. And whereas he ſays, the Church of Exgland- 
Men are.no way concern'd in the Toleration, ſo much the more 
reaſon have they to be thankful for the Enjoyment 1 
rty» 


(6) 


Heart; and the 
enjoy under the 
@ Story, and tells vs; -T hat 

ANSWER: | | 

A certain Perſon, much Greater than he deſerues,. but per- 
buys nor ſo" High, is ſaid to bave wſed the Words of 
keth pon rhis occaſion, That the Church f England. Clergy ſhould 
Eat their own Pun", 16. 36.12: » This ence might better 
have brcome a Meſſenger of the Kyng of Alyria,: that's pretended 
Counſellor of our own-Prince, though ſome mal 4. Queſtion to-whith 
King be belongs ; but God be thanked we are not yer ſo Hreightly be-- 
ſieg'd, as tobe reduc'd to that Extremity ; and though by the permiſ- 
ſion of God we ſhould be reduc'd to fo miſerable a Condition, we ſhow!.d, 
T hoge, by the Grace of God, be contem to endure that avg wor /c 
wat es, if poſſible, rather than Betray or Surrender the City of 
God. | But before that cams, tt is poſſible that the \Thrgat: that 

"belelf'd out rhis nafty Inſoltnce, may be ſtage with ſemersug which: is 

comme ſavallon.” "15 9 - PING hz SO 37h To 
1 an y6q 7 RE PLL 551 ; | 

As for this Tale ofa Tpb, or fory:of a Great Perſon, which 
he 'Jikens'to a "Meſſenger [tothe King -of Aria; -other- Mep 
have as little reaſon to. give 'credit: to It '3+he, 34 to\believe 
the News from Poland oriConftantivap'ts) in the: Gatttte:' But 

«whether rrue-or falſe, they-,were only '\Words:; not- worſe 

than the late aftudl-Perſecucion of;.the Di s, which: was 

Tot Bm reducing many of thoſe People:tothe ſame Neceſlity, 


mpoverſiſhing Fines, and Starving Jopriſonments. From 
his ſtory the Arſporerpreceeds to thifecond Reaſon, in theſe 
Words, | | 


Anſwer. 


% 6 5 
I. 'Befde MICE S Poſe SG Dt Le ak; 
s there are «ſages in the on, 
Conſcience we mr op. , b ut be in the King's 
Name ;, for among others, we are to read theſe wards, We 
but heartily wiſh, es will eaſily -be believ'd, that all 
of our Dominions- were Members of the Catholick Church. 
Our People know too well hy Bag | of thys, and could not 
frrangely ſurpriz,'d to bear #s cel ; That it would be an few 
table thing to the King , that t ſhould leque the Truth and our 
Communion, and turn Papiſt. kg, Wiſh of a King when ſolemnly 
Declared, is nolight inſignificant thin gs he bas real snfluence ard ef- 
feft pen the Mind, of Men, It 2%. 4 9h of Henry the Second 
that cat off. Thomas Becket, then Arc wb of Canterbury. 
Councils and Courts of Fuſtice roo often bend to a King's Wiſhsy, 
hangs againit their own Inelinations, as well as againit their Rule : 
can 4"i7 Ct dj they can have no force at all upon the Com- 
men People} yt: ok we canner in Conſcience pronounce theſe wards in 
the Ears Py the whoſe Souls are committed to our Charge. For we 
hereby lay @ ie, kites them, and. becomg their Temper? 
inſtead of being "ew Inflrutters ; and in very fair and reaſonable 
Conſtruttion, we ſhall b#*underſtood to ſolicit them 20 Hpepacy, to 
mow the Trub 4 the Goſpel, for Fables and the Miſtakes of 


reaſonable and _—_ Worſhip or Superſtition and eſe 


+ Chritir Liber Liberty for the maſh intolerable B e bath Segl 
” Body, If any will fer ſakg arr. Doltriu and or ſhip, 


TY 61 not our1,, hut Chriſt's, at their pudgeet up But 6s 


for .us, we are reſolv'd, by. the Grace of God, to lay CF, 
block, in their way, wat Ten ory to their Rugne, that poeſon 


able to diclare our ty with StP That me are 
rl tha que lr 5#) 
REPET 


 Heraies notable Comment, as;the An{werer batieve =: 

ing's are. Wiſh, And yet if ic ow iy. they t 

are what; they. call themſelves,-t k Church, 

the Ki Eb Doaitlort wen of 6b tn her de T 

People "of his [Dominions were © _—_— But the. An- 

ſwerer has div'd deep rg OED 

C atholick Church to be turnin *% "Though gr 

ſo ; yet when, a Perſon is Folly | Gerltadey of eathof th the 
eligion 
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15 feaver's lets us ! What''n' [arg Woiſt is licts 5t38ut the 
"ord" Alt, and All to no perpoſe. © For the People art ro vn- 


Me” (3) 
Religjon which he profeſles, and believes in Conſcience that 
he is in the Right, it is a oſual thing for ſuch to wiſh that others 
were of their Perſuaſion: And yet theWikh pf Princes never made 
Yach a Converfion as the Anſwer to the City-Miniſter's Letter 
dreads, npon the idleſt Surmiſes 'in the World. Becauſe the 


*Wifh of a King cut off Archbiſhop Becker, therefore the King's 
"Wiſhing, will make the. People turn Papiſts. And therefore 


te RExling, of the King's Wiſh, is at; Alpes Pill which they 
---not ſw2llow, not knowing what Infloefice it. may have upon 
-ticir Congregations. What greater Diſparagement can there 
2 to the laborious Preaching of the Churchmen of England, 
rhzr the People, ſhon}d be 'ſo ill grounded in their Principles, 
and ſo wayering and inſtable in their. Faith, as to be Wiſt'd 
our of their Religion ? This is a Surmiſe_ ſo idle, and a Fear fo 
void of fenſe, that the An/werer may ſeem to have borrow'd this 
\.rgument fromthe Table of Forrunatn/s Wiſhing-Cap. But 
here is another Paſſage in the Declaratior puts the Anſwerer 
170 a great Sweat. For ſays pl 
NSW EMERY” 
"HE. In the next plate we are to  deelaye- in the, Kings 
«Name, That from henceforth the > Ca of all, and all 
» manner of Penal. Laws, in "matters" Ecclefisſtical, for not 
coming to Church, or not receiving the Sacrament, or for any 
-other Nonconformity to the Religion cſtabliſhed, or for, or by 
:reaſgn of the Exerciſe of Religion in apy manner whatſdever, 
» be: Unmedi2tely Suſpended, and the further Execution of the 
«Faid Penal Laws, and every of them, is tereby Suſpended. 
What ! All, and all manner of Laws tmmatttys Eccleſiaſtical * What 
the” Law?” againſt Fornication, Adidtrery, -Irceff? for theſe are ih 
Ecol a fled marrers,” What”! All Laws againſt Blaſthimy,Pro- 
phaneſs, open derifion of Chriſtian Relig ion'! Ter YhiYe es afe 
mmiſhable by nq other Laws ert than ſut 45 have heen made in favour 
of the'Eft abPiſhe#"RP11pitn”: "How "ſhall the Lords 2h bt obfere'd ? 
{4 "Yall "him, r Tqverons men to Plow dnd C art, a follow thy 
| Tt4 1 pon {bat day? fice'all rhe” Laws, that ſc cure this th- 


nor ws of ve(p- rf the Chriſtian K2tging, 
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(9). 
derſtand, that the ſignification of All Penal Laws in Matters 
Eccleſiaſtical is reſtrained, to the Exerciſg of ſeperate Worſhip 
ia Matters of Religion. The Abolition. of which.Laws does 
not give the leaſt Liberty to Fornication, Adultery, Inceſt, 
Blaſphemy, or Breach of Sabbath, as the Anſwerer {o vainly 
and with ſo much out-cry pretends. For ll theſe Miſde- 
meanors are puniſhed as well by Statutes of the Common Law, 
as by the Eccleliaſtical Courts, And therefore All. theſe 'Excla-, 
mations are merely Scare-Crows fet up- agatalt Reading the 
Declaration. Arguments diltilPd out of the Anſwerers Brain, 
by the Chymiſtry of his burning Zeal for beloved Eccleſiaſtical 
Tyranny ; fince there is not fo much as one Law that is in force 
to ſecure the Obſervance.of Divine Worſhip, or outward 
Countenance of ReſpeCt to Religion, laid aſide by this General 
Expreſſion, - Relides that, all new Laws explain themſclves, 

ſecure what they would not have repeal'd by all the neceC- 
ſary Proviſe's imaginable ; and this no Queſtion but the Act for 
a General Toleration would do, whenever it came out. And 
therefore the ſame Advice may be given to the Anſwerer, which 
Ouid gives his Friend that was afraid of his own Shadow. 

Deſune mitem animum vano infamare tiymore 

Scva quid in placidis Saxa merers aqui, 

Bnt the Anſwerer bas found out more Choak-Pears ill. For 
ſays he, 

ANSWER. 

Befodes theſe wards,for not coming to Church, or not receiving 
the Sacrament,or for any other /Nonconformity to the Religon 
Eſtabliſhed, canner in Conſcience be read by us in our Churches, be- 
cauſe they may be 4 temptation to young wngm ded people to neglect ut 
manner of Religious Worſhipgand g; ve rhemwuecaſion of depriving them- 
ſelves of ſuch upportumties of grace and (ulation, as theſe Venal 
Laws did often oblige them to uſt. For byiftg diſcharg*d attendance 
on our Service, they are left at liberty to bengf any Religion 07 none at 
all : Nay Chriftian Riligion 5: by theſe genttul terms left at diferce 
tion, as well as the C herch of England. For men may forſakg us to 
become fews or Mahometans, or Pagan /dolazers, as well as to be 
Papiſts or Diſſemters, for any care taken in this Declartion #0 prevent 
it, And even of ſucb as pretend 10be Chraſtians, there either are or 
may be ſuch Blaſphemou Setts, Mea Anh 10 our INS 

An 
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and Maſter , ar are incapable of all publick encouragement and allow- 
Ange ; for that would involve the Government in the Imputation of 
thoſe Blaſphemics, andthe whole Nation in that curſe and vengeance 
of God, which ſuch provecations may extort. Wherefore it i1 not 
ont of any unreaſonable opinion of our ſelves, nor diſaffettion to Pro- 
teftant Diſſenters that refuſe to publiſh this Indulgence, but ot of 4 
tender care of the Souls committed to us, eſpecially thoſe of the weaker 
ſort to whom we dare not propoſe an Invitation to Popery, and much leſs 
any thing that may give conntenance or encouragement to Irreligion, 
It 51 ſaid indeed, that we are not required to Approve, but to Read 
it : To this, Sir, you bave very well anſwer'd, That Reading was 
Teaching it ;, or if it be not ſo abſolutely in the nature of the thing ; 
yet in common Conttruttion, 1 am afraid it would bave been ſo un- 
derftood. But we do not fland in need of this Excuſe, for if there 
be any Paſſages in it, that are plain Temptations to Popery or Licen- 
aſus ; it cannet conſift with our Duty either to God or the Church 
10 Read them before our People, 
REPAT. 

The Remainder of this Paragraph reſts upon falſe Conſe- 
quences and wrong Concluſions. For the words, for nor coming 
go Church, or not receiving the Sacrament, or for any other Noncon- 

ormity to the Religion Eft abliſbed, is no temptation to young un- 
guided People to neglett all manner of Religious Worſhip. 
Nor does the diſcharge of their Attendance on the Service of 
the Church of England, leave them at liberty to be of no 
Religion at all; as if there were no way to Heaven but the 
Church of England Road. For the Abolition of the Penal Laws 
does not deſign the Allowance of Licentious Atheiſm, but Chri- 
ftian Liberty.For tho? the words of the Declaration are General, 
they only refer to a future Att, whith the Anſwerer may be 
ſure will be more exaQtly and particulary penn'd, And in- 
deed Duty and Reſpect to his Prince, would have tavght the 
Anſwerer more Manners, than thus all along to build the feeble 
Structure of his Fears and Jealouſies upon the general Terms of 
the King's Declaration, loaded with Miſ-conftrufion , and 
teken in an ill Senſe; more eſpecially fince they admit ſo eaſily 
2 more candid and ſincere Interpretation ; and that indeed it 
is a meer piece of Folly, if not worſe, tothink that His Majeſty 
by his Indulgence iatended to ſet open a Gate for Licence of 
Irreligion. 


(12 ) 
Irreligion. - Nor is it only Unmannerly bnt Diſingenioas,. to 
put the Kings Declaration thus upon the Rack , on purpoſe 
to extort from it a Confeſſion of Crimes, which was ne- 
yer. intended, nor ever ſo much as dreamt of. Beſides, the 
.diſparagement it brings tothat which would be thought the 
choiceſt of the Proteſtant Churches, as if it had abandon'd the 
Pillars of ſound DoCtrin, . to lean- upon the feeble* Supports 
of Spiritual Tyranny and Penal Laws. $o that the refuſing to 
Read the King's Declaration, can never be thought ſuch a Zea- 
lous Care of Souls, as the Anſwerer pretends, but a Zealous 
Agony to pull down one Pope, and ſet up in his room as many 
Popes as there are Pariſh-Charches in the Kingdom. 
| ANSWER. 

As for the Diſpenſing Power, and the Oaths and Teſts required 
to Qualific AM:n for Offi-es AMiluary and Civil, 1 muſt leave them 
to the Conſideration of thoſe who are nearer concern'd, and therefore 
reaſonably pr{um'd to nnderſtand them better, Nor do I envy his 
Majeſty the uſe of his Popiſh Subjetts, though I do not know what Ser- 
vice they may be capable of doing more than other Men, This Na- 
tion has for ſome Time made bard Shift to ſubſiſt without much of 
their aid, and againſt the Wills of ſeveral of them: But now they 
are become the only neceſſary Men, and ſeem to want nothing but 
Number to fill all Places Military and Civil in the Kingdom ; in 
the meanTime, the Odiouſneſs of their Perſons, and the Inſulence of 
their Bchaviowr, with thewr way of | Menacing of Strange things, 
makes ſome Abatement of the Merit of their Service. 

| REPLY. 

As for what the Anſwerer here leaves to the Conſideration of 
thoſe that are nearer concern'd, there needs no further Replica- 
tion toit. And for his granting his Majeſty fo kindly, the uſe 
of his SubjeCts, let them thank him, that are molt nearly obliged. 
However, he has given them ſuch a Brand with his Pen, by the 
Charatter beſtowed upon them of Odions, Inſolent, and Mena- 
cers of Strange Things, as lays a terrible Cenſure upon rhe Choice 
of their Per{ons : W hich ſh:ws him to have wrote his Anſwer 
in Heat of Blood, without either Charity. or common Civility: 
An1 when all comes to all, deferves no other Anſwer, Thai thac 
of Clodins accnſat Moechos, , But now he cones to his Coodluſion.,. 
ANSWER. 
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ANSWER. 

"Laſtly, The Reſpeft which we have for his Majeſties Servire, will 
not permit ws to Read the Appendix to the Decluration : Where the 
Flower of the Nobility and Gentry of this | Kingdom are ſomuhing 
hardly refletted on, as Per ſons that will not contribute to the Peace and 
Honour of the Nation ;, becauſe they would not conſent to the Taking 
away the Laws againſt Papiſts, that they may be put unto a Condition 
to grve us Laws. The Perſons bere' refietted on, we know to be the 
Chief for Ability, and Intereſt, and Incliration to ſerve the K ing, 
and there fore cannot do bus Majefty thax Diſſerwice as to be Publiſhers 
of thtir Diſprace, and mike our ſelves the Inſtrument s of alienating 
from, His Majeſty the Aﬀettions of bus be # Subjetts, Nay, we find 
in owr ſelves a ſtrange Difficulty to believe that this could come from 
His Majrty, who has Experienced their Faubfulneſ« upon fo many 
and Preſſing Occaſrons, Thus could not well, prozeed from any but a 
Stranger to thoſe Honour able Perſons, and the Nation, and « greater 
Stranger to Shams and Good Manners; and what bave®We to do to 
Publiſh the Venom and Virulency of a Feſwit ? 

hu Ko E P » 7, 

A very reſpettul Co ortruly ; to quarrel with-the 
pendix mn the Declaration, which whoſoever reads, muſt -_ 
rainly acknowledge, that never any thing was ſaid with more 
Glory, or a more ſtudious and ſolemn Care of the Publick Weal. 
And yet this Country Parſon, according to his uſval Way of 
Miſ-conſtruCtion, will have it to be a hard Refletion upon the 
Nobility and Gentry of the Kingdom, As'Per ſons that will not con- 
tribute to the Peace and Hononr of the Nation ; and this he calls, the 
Venom and Virulency of a Feſmte, $0 Virulently does this ſame 
Country Sophiſter flatter the Nobility and Gentry at the Ex- 
pence of Royal Reputation. But ſuch falſe Gloſles upon the Roy- 
al Text as theſe, arc too Plain and'Notorious to prevail upon 
the Judgments of the Nobility and Gentry "of this Kingdom, 
who will ſooner believe the candid Expreſſions of their Sove- 
raign than the wrelted Fitions of a Country Expoſitor. 
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Allowed of, June 27. 1688, 
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